North Yorkshire Chorus – Brahms German Requiem – May 22nd 2010
German language notes – a brief guide to pronunciation
Golden Rule – if it’s written, it is pronounced – there are almost no silent letters!
It is also almost 100% phonetic – consistent with the spelling!
Main points to note:

Consonants (initial and medial)                   Vowels and dipthongs
‘g’ is usually hard (gerade, gross)               ‘ee’ as ‘ay’ in English (Seele) 

‘j’ as ‘y’ in English (ja, jung)                      A single ‘e’ may be long or short (selig)
‘qu’ almost English ‘kv’ (erquicken)          ‘ai/ei’ as English ‘ie’ in ‘to lie’ (mein, Leine)

‘v’ as English ‘f’ (Veilchen, voll)               ‘ie’ as in English ‘piece’ (hier, lieblich, wie) 
‘w’ as English ‘v’ (Wolf, Wand)                 ‘au’ as English ‘ow’ (Haus, laut)  
‘s’ as English ‘z’ (Sand, so, Sinn)                ‘äu/eu’ as English ‘oy’ (Beule, Häuser) 
‘z’ as English ‘ts’ (Zoll, zu)                         ‘ä’ as English ‘e’ long or short (spät, Männer) 

‘sch’ always ‘sh’ (Schule, Schein)              ‘ö’ almost ‘er’ with rounded lips (Köln, Hölle, getröstet)
‘st’ as ‘sht’ ( Stand, Stoll)                            ‘ü’ approximately like English ‘u’ with rounded lips
                                                                      like the French ‘u’ (für, Hütte, süss)
‘sp’ as ‘shp’ (Spiegel, Spott)

                                                                      A final ‘e’ is always pronounced!

‘pf’ pronounce both consonants                 

(Pfennig, Pfund, hopfen)
 ‘ch’ a soft throaty sound, rather like Scottish ‘loch’ (ich, lieblich)

Final consonants
Breathed, rather than voiced, but, to get that authentic sound…
‘d’ as English ‘t’ (blond, Hund, Land, Leid)
‘g’ as English ‘k’ (mag, zog, selig)
‘b’ as English ‘p’ (hob, lieb, Sieb. ‘Leib’ almost rhymes with Eng. ‘ripe’!)
For those still struggling, here are some of the main difficulties, in order, with the approximate English phonetic equivalent.  You might care to pencil these into the appropriate sections of your score!

(This is an expanded list from the whiteboard examples for our January rehearsals.)

Nr 1.
         selig – ‘zaylik’                                                Leid – ‘Lite’
         sind – ‘zint’                                                    getröstet – ‘ge-troestet’ 

         Tränen – ‘Trehnen’                                        säen – ‘zay-en’

         gehen – ‘gayh-en’ (NOT  ‘gay-hen’!) 

Nr 2. 

          wie – ‘vee’                                                     Menschen – ‘Men-shen’ 

          verdorret – ‘fair –dorret’                                werden  – ‘vair-den’  

          Zukunft – ‘Tsoo-kunft’                                  wird weg – ‘virt veck’

          köstliche – ‘koest-liche                                  Seufzen – ‘Zoyftsen’  

          Schmerz – ‘Shmerts’                                      Jauchzen – ‘Yowkh-tsen’

          ewige – ‘ay-vicke’                                          muß – ‘muss’ 

Nr 3.  

         Ziel – ‘tseel’                                                     davon – ‘da-fon’  

         Sicher – ‘zikh-er’                                             trösten – ‘troes-ten’    

         soll – ‘tsoll’                                                      den  – ‘dayn’ 

Nr 4.

         Seele – ‘Zay-le’                                                sich –‘zikh’  

Nr 5.

         Traurigkeit – ‘Trow-rick-kite’   

Nr 6.

         zukunftige – ‘tsoo-kuenft-ige’                           suchen – ‘zookh-en’

         Posaune – ‘Po-zown-e’                                      unverweslich – ‘unfair-vayz-lich’

         Sieg – ‘Zeakh’                                                    Hölle – ‘Hoelle’

         Ehre – ‘Ay-rhe’

Nr 7.

          sterben – ‘shter-ben’                                           ruhen – ‘rooh-en’

          ihnen – ‘eehn-en’
Lastly, German makes much greater use of the glottal stop than English.

Scots-English pronunciation is closer!
                                                                                          MFN
